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This is a great book for the art student working with oil, acrylic or watercolor. It is a hard cover 
ring bound book. There is also a hardbound edition. I have mostly good things to say about it, only 3 
criticisms.

What I like:

Lots of recipes! As advertised, there are plenty of swatches to look at. (I like swatches.) If you 
don't know how to mix a color, look through this book until you find it. The book is divided into 
several sections. Oil and acrylic mixes are in one chapter, watercolor in another. 

The author explains all the basic color theory--color wheel etc. 
The book has lots of tertiary colors. All the swatches are numbered for reference. 
He explains water levels, 1 being lots of water, 4 being very little. This level is included in the recipe.

Here is a sample color, a rich brown:

Watercolor #312
80% Naples yellow
10% Burnt sienna
10% yellow ochre
Water level 4

The bar underneath gives a representation of the pigment quantities in that swatch.



The book has a special chapter of color selections for flesh tones, including what part of the 
body to apply the color to. There is a similar chapter for for landscape painting. Then there is also a 
chapter explaining how to choose best colors for portraits and landscapes--how to plan your palette. 

Another cool feature of this book is the 2 color mixing grids included. Acetate sheets with 
squares drawn so you can measure percentages of paint. For instance 80% Naples yellow, 10% Burnt 
sienna, 10% Yellow ochre paints at water level 4 can be put right on the grid and mixed to get the new 
color.

More features:

The oil/acrylic section is broken into 3 parts:
-- color recipes
-- value recipes
-- graying with complements

The watercolor section is broken into 3 parts:
-- color recipes
-- value recipes
-- intensity recipes

You know what a color recipe is--how to mix two colors to get a third. 
A value recipe will show you how to mix a color to get its lighter tint and darker shade, without 

getting muddy. Graying with complements does the same thing for oil and acrylic paint.
An intensity recipe shows the range of colors between 2 complements, for instance, violet and 

yellow. Very interesting and time-saving information.

The author's bio is very impressive. Mr. Powell studied in New York, Paris, Harrow, England. 

What I don't like:

-- Pages too stiff, hard to turn
For some reason they used this heavy card stock for pages, like cardboard. It's very awkward to 

turn the pages and use the index. I don't see why they couldn't have used regular paper.

-- Confusing index
In the back is an index of textures and color names, followed by a number. It took me awhile to 

discover how to locate the swatch in the book. They're in the front chapter and each paint type chapter. 
But again, it was difficult to turn to the pages I wanted.

-- Uses colors I don't have. 
At the beginning of each section is a list of colors. It uses common names with no pigment 

number. It happens that I don't have many of these colors. For instance, "Dioxazine violet." What to 
do? I don't want to buy more paints, I have 18 artist quality paints now. I decided to use the paints I 
have to approximate his colors. I know it defeats the purpose of the book, which is to get accurate 
colors. So you have to decide if you want to buy all those paints or substitute them. In any case, it's a 
good exercise. I researched on the internet and found pigment information for Dioxazine violet and all 



the others he listed. So that's educational too. I learned it uses pigment PV23 and I can make a 
substitute by using ultramarine, pthalo blue and permanent rose--colors I have. So I still have to 
experiment.

Conclusion:
If you're studying color theory and mixing, this is a great book to get. This book is a complete 

color course for painters, and it's inexpensive. It has a lot of information about paint colors.  I love it.


